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The NABCEP Newsletter highlights activities about its
certificants and other stakeholders. There is no fee for this
newsletter which is distributed six times/year and published
on NABCEP's website.  Click here to subscribe to this
newsletter. 

If you have comments about this newsletter, or suggestions
about future articles, email Jane Pulaski at
janep@irecusa.org.   
 
As always, thanks for your interest in and support of NABCEP.
  
Jane Pulaski
Editor
 

From the Chair

By Ezra Auerbach

A lot has happened since I wrote my
last column.   The biggest and most
exciting news from my perspective has
been NABCEP's hiring of Think Energy
(Think) to serve as our management
services team. After an exhaustive
search for an Executive Director, we
learned that our organization needed

more than a single person could offer. At this point we began
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considering hiring a company who could bring a team approach
to the job.

Read Ezra's column.

Installer's Corner

IREC's Occupational Profiles For the Solar Industry
Updated for 2008
Report prepared by Jane Weissman, Executive Director, IREC,
with thanks to Jerry Ventre, Jim Dunlop and Katie Bolcar for
their review and comments.

Since 2004, the Interstate Renewable Energy Council (IREC)
has been compiling information on occupational descriptions
and titles for the solar industry focusing primarily on
photovoltaics (PV) or solar electricity.  As the solar industry
continues to set record growth, we are also seeing
corresponding changes in the occupational profiles associated
with a maturing industry. 

Not that long ago, a solar installer handled many facets of the
job - it was not unusual that "one guy did it all."  But today,
there is differentiation in job categories as markets grow;
systems are moving from small residential ones to larger,
commercial projects requiring a variety of contractors and
crews; work is governed by state licensing laws; and
consumers are looking for quality assurance through
third-party credentialing programs.

According to a July 2008 IREC Report, over 80,000 solar
installations were completed in 2007.  The average size of a
grid-connected PV residential installation has grown steadily
from 2.2 kW to over 4.7 kW from 1998 to 2008.  The size of a
non-residential system has also been growing in recent years
with an average of 67 kWDC in 2007.

Visit the IREC website to download the report in PDF format.

Special NABCEP Administration Report

NABCEP Welcomes Rebecca Eaton as New
NABCEP Director

Rebecca Eaton, NABCEP''s new Executive Director, hit the
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NABCEP deck with running shoes. She's been moving at twice
the speed of light to accomplish a frighteningly long 'to do'
list. She's hugely qualified, enormously talented, and a sheer
pleasure to work with. Rebecca didn't flinch when I asked her
a few questions for this issue of NABCEP News. We'll catch up
with Rebecca for a more in-depth interview later this year.

Read our conversation

Featured Board/Technical  Committee
Member

Todd Stafford, National Joint Apprenticeship and
Training Committee (NJATC). 

Todd Stafford, Senior Director the
NJATC, is tasked with oversight and
development of
Renewable/Distributed Generation
technologies.  The NJATC was a
charter member of NABCEP, and

Todd has been an invaluable member of NABCEP's Board of
Directors.  He's incredibly busy, traveling constantly, but was
his usual gracious self to take time between airports to chat
about his involvement with NABCEP.  (Photo: That's Todd, far
right, explaining the PV training unit he developed to the
members of the IBEW-NECA Solar Technology Advocacy
Group.) 

Here's our conversation. 

Entry Level Certificate Program Update

By Karen Christopher, Operations Manager, NABCEP

According to Christopher, NABCEP currently has 44
institutions offering the Entry Level course and exam,
representing a 33% increase since our last NABCEP
Newsletter. 

"To date, 1157 students have taken the exam, an increase of
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291 students or 34% since our last Newsletter," she said.

Read NABCEP's newest Entry Level Certificate of Knowledge
Providers

Continuing Education/Recertification Update

By Karen Christopher, Operations Manager, NABCEP

NABCEP currently has 37 approved PV Continuing Education
providers and four Solar Thermal Continuing Education course
providers. These providers offer a wide variety of course
offerings, with many offering multiple courses per provider.

NABCEP's latest Continuing Education Providers this quarter.

Employment Opportunities/NABCEP Job Board

A variety of job announcements are on the NABCEP website. 
NABCEP lists job announcements as a service for our
certificants.  NABCEP does not endorse any company and is not
responsible for any representations made by the companies
listing job positions.  Check the NABCEP website for detailed
information about the current announcements. 
http://www.nabcep.org/jobboard.cfm

Send any and all job announcements to info@nabcep.org

Other News

NABCEP intended to have the updated PV Study Guide
information places on the website by July 31, but Bill Brooks
and Jim Dunlop are still in the final stages of revisions,
according to Rebecca Eaton.  The updated PV Study Guide
information will be placed on NABCEP's website by August 8th.

_____________________________________________
NABCEP asks that all Certificants check out their listings on the
NABCEP website  to ensure their contact information is accurate
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when consumers access the clickable map.  We're now able to
associate websites with our Certificants, so please send an
email to info@nabcep.org if you wish to have any of your
information updated.

_____________________________________________

NABCEP is the national certification organization for
professional installers in the field of renewable energy.

NABCEP issues voluntary certification credentials to those
qualified professionals who satisfy eligibility requirements
established by the Board of Directors.

NABCEP certification is not a professional license issued by a
government agency, and does not authorize a certificant to
practice.

NABCEP certificants must comply with all legal requirements
related to practice, including licensing laws.

How to Subscribe/About this Newsletter

The NABCEP News, an electronic newsletter published six
times/year, serves the NABCEP-certificant and stakeholder
community.  There is no fee for this newsletter.  Click here to
subscribe. 

Disclaimer
The North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners
(NABCEP) does not assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any
information, apparatus, product or process that is referred to
or linked to in this newsletter. Reference to any specific
commercial product, process, or service by trade name,
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily
constitute or imply NABCEP's endorsement or
recommendation.

FAIR USE NOTICE
This newsletter may contain copyrighted material the use of
which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available in our
efforts to advance understanding of energy, economic,
scientific, and related issues, etc.
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We believe this constitutes a "fair use" of any such
copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US
Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section
107, the material in the newsletter is distributed without
profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in
receiving the included information for research and
educational purposes. For more information.

If you wish to use copyrighted material from this newsletter
for purposes of your own that go beyond "fair use," you must
obtain permission from the copyright owner. 
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